JOHN   EVELYN
Ms servants, but so inward with my Lord O'Brien,
that after a few months of that gentleman's death,
he married his widow, who being sister and heir of
the Duke of Richmond, brought him a noble
fortune. It was thought they lived not so kindly after
marriage as they did before. She was much cen-
sured for marrying so meanly, being herself allied
to the Royal family.5'
Pepys thought Williamson "a pretty knowing man,
and a scholar, but it may be he thinks himself to be
too much so."
Evelyn's letter to Williamson is written in January,
He says he has already made good progress, he
transmits his synopsis, in which there are blanks to be
filled in. He wants more papers. He has diligently
perused "the last monstrous volume" on the war by
Aitzema,* a Dutchman. He is amazed at the man's
industry; the book contains "many rare pieces and
much trash." He asks Williamson to "consult
seriously and at good leisure with my Lord Arlington
and Mr. Treasurer when I shall take scope, touch
gently or make it smart." "It is labour for a strong
beast," he complains. That very week he has written
twenty-four full sheets, "yet, I have my beads to say
and a family to consider and a number of other
impertinences of my own life."
It is a delightful letter written more naturally
because Williamson at the time was not a high
official. Evelyn is seeking more luggage, but for the
moment he is free from the impedimenta of his
*Saken van Staet en Oorlogh, by Lieuwe van Aitzema, 1669-72.
206